
WHAT’S COMING UP?
Main Sessions: 10 - 11:30am  Tues-Wed/Thurs-Fri

Walk through Galatians:

Second Sessions: 12 - 12:45pm

Tuesday:         Practical Tips: Handling Conflict

Wednesday:    Transformational: Silent Communion 

Friday:            Reflective: Lifelines

Saturday:        Integrative: Prayer Ministry with Community. 

[+ lots of great stuff, space and scenery]

+ THURSDAY 
WORSHIP NIGHT



WHERE DO I NEED TO BE TODAY?



GALATIANS 3-4
LEE ABBEY 2022



RECAP: CONFLICT STYLES:
Avoidance (I Leave)

Competing/Forcing (I 
Take Charge)

Accommodating (I 
Give in)

Compromising (We 
Meet Half-Way)

Collaborating (We 
Both Win)



GOD’S WAY / NOT MY WAY
Avoidance (I Leave)

Competing/Forcing (I 
Take Charge)

Accommodating (I 
Give in)

Compromising (We 
Meet Half-Way)

Collaborating (We 
Both Win)



GALATIANS 3-4: SIX VERSES:

Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ 
was clearly portrayed as crucified.

Have you experienced[b] so much in vain—if it really was in vain?

Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,[c] Father.”



GALATIANS 3-4: SIX VERSES:
It was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to 
you

I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in 
you…  how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, 
because I am perplexed about you!

We are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmx4UjRFp0M


WHO HAS BEWITCHED YOU? BEFORE 
YOUR VERY EYES JESUS CHRIST WAS 
CLEARLY PORTRAYED AS CRUCIFIED.

J.B.Phillips puts it, ‘O you dear idiots of Galatia… surely you can’t be so idiotic…?’ 

The Galatians’ turning away from the gospel, therefore, was not only a kind of 
spiritual treason (1:6), but also an act of folly. Indeed, so stupid was it that Paul 
wonders if some sorcerer ‘has bewitched’ them or ‘has been casting a spell’ (JBP) 
over them. His question is partly rhetorical, because he knows only too well 
about the activities of the false teachers. But perhaps he uses the singular 
(‘who…?) because behind these false teachers he detects the activity of the 
devil himself, the deceiving spirit, whom the Lord Jesus called ‘a liar and the 
father of lies’ (Jn.8:44). Much of our Christian stupidity in grasping and applying 
the gospel may be due to spells which he casts.                             - John Stott



WHO HAS BEWITCHED YOU? BEFORE 
YOUR VERY EYES JESUS CHRIST WAS 
CLEARLY PORTRAYED AS CRUCIFIED.

The essence of Paul’s argument is that their new position is a 
contradiction of the gospel. The reason for his astonishment at their folly is 
that before their very eyes Jesus Christ has been ‘publicly portrayed as 
crucified’. It is not just that Christ was publicly portrayed before their eyes, 
but that He was portrayed before them as crucified (an emphatic 
participle at the end of the sentence). 

It is possible that Paul is making a further  allusion to their having been 
bewitched. He seems to be asking how some sorcerer could have put 
them under the spell of an evil eye, when before their very eyes Christ 
has been portrayed as crucified.                      - John Stott



WHO HAS BEWITCHED YOU? BEFORE 
YOUR VERY EYES JESUS CHRIST WAS 
CLEARLY PORTRAYED AS CRUCIFIED.

This, then, is the gospel. It is not a general instruction about the Jesus of history, 
but a specific proclamation of Jesus Christ as crucified (cf. 1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2). The 
force of the perfect tense of the participle (estauromenos) is that Christ’s work 
was completed on the cross, and that the benefits of His crucifixion are for ever 
fresh, valid and available. 

Sinners may be justified before God and by God, not because of any works of 
their own, but because of the atoning work of Christ; not because of anything 
that they have done or could do, but because of what Christ did once, when He 
died. The gospel is not good advice to men, but good news about Christ; not an 
invitation to us to do anything, but a declaration of what God has done; not a 
demand, but an offer.                                                    - John Stott



HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED[B] SO MUCH 
IN VAIN—IF IT REALLY WAS IN VAIN?



BECAUSE YOU ARE HIS SONS, GOD SENT THE 
SPIRIT OF HIS SON INTO OUR HEARTS, THE 
SPIRIT WHO CALLS OUT, “ABBA,[C] FATHER.”



IT WAS BECAUSE OF AN ILLNESS THAT I 
FIRST PREACHED THE GOSPEL TO YOU

https://yournameislikehoney.com/?s=healing



I AM AGAIN IN THE PAINS OF 
CHILDBIRTH UNTIL CHRIST IS FORMED 

IN YOU… 



WE ARE NOT CHILDREN OF THE SLAVE 
WOMAN, BUT OF THE FREE WOMAN



- John Stott

'One can almost hear the indignant expostulation of one of the 
Judaizers, saying something like this: ‘Really, Paul, you are the limit! If it 

is through faith only that a man is in Christ and becomes a 
beneficiary of God’s promise to Abraham, what is the point of the 
law? Your theology so fuses Abraham and Christ, that you squeeze 
out Moses and the law altogether. There’s no room for the law in 
your gospel. You wicked, turbulent fellow, your message is akin to 

blasphemy. You are “teaching men everywhere against…the 
law”’ (Acts 21:28).

WE ARE NOT CHILDREN OF THE SLAVE 
WOMAN, BUT OF THE FREE WOMAN



WE ARE NOT CHILDREN OF THE SLAVE 
WOMAN, BUT OF THE FREE WOMAN

- Andrew Jukes

‘Satan would have us to prove ourselves holy by the law, which 
God gave to prove us sinners.’

But Paul had his answer ready. The Judaisers misunderstood and 
misrepresented his position. He was far from declaring the law 

unnecessary, for he was quite clear that it had an essential part to 
play in the purpose of God. The function of the law was not to 

bestow salvation, however, but to convince men of their need of it. 



– Bishop Stephen Neill

‘the promise came to Abraham first-hand from God; and 
the law comes to the people third-hand – God – the 

angels – Moses the mediator – the people’

WE ARE NOT CHILDREN OF THE SLAVE 
WOMAN, BUT OF THE FREE WOMAN



WE ARE NOT CHILDREN OF THE SLAVE 
WOMAN, BUT OF THE FREE WOMAN

- Martin Luther

‘The principle point…of the law…is to make men not better 
but worse; that is to say, it sheweth unto them their sin, that by 
the knowledge thereof they may be humbled, terrified, bruised 
and broken, and by this means may be driven to seek grace, and 

so to come to that blessed Seed (sc. Christ).’



WE ARE NOT CHILDREN OF THE SLAVE 
WOMAN, BUT OF THE FREE WOMAN

- John Stott

The Judaisers teaching was: ‘keep the law and you will 
gain life.’ And they thought they were being practical! Paul 
denies it. Their position was purely hypothetical: ‘if a law 

had been given which could make alive, then 
righteousness would indeed be by the law’ (verse 21). 

But no such law has been given. Turning from hypothesis 
to reality, the fact is that nobody has ever kept the law of 
God. Instead, we sinners break it every day. Therefore the 

law cannot justify us.







WHERE DO I NEED TO BE TODAY?


